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News Update  

Welcome to the first edition of our regular news 
updates for 2013. It’s a bumper edition, and 
there’s lots of news about Near Media being out 
and about in the community – from Tradfest to 
Culture Shots, and plenty of new and exciting 
radio programmes coming up in the next few 
months. Don’t forget that you can watch NearTV 
on the website – near,ie, and you can also catch 
up with radio podcasts too. In March Near Media 
Co Op is 30 years old. There have been hundreds 
of volunteers and staff who have been involved 
with Near Media since 1983, too many to mention, 
However, on this special occasion, I would like to 
pay tribute to Jack Byrne, who lobbied successive 
governments tirelessly until pilot community radio 
licences were eventually issued in 1995. The 
Community media sector in Ireland owes a lot to 
this local Coolock man. His vision, imagination 
and tenacity is evident by the success of Near 
Media and the growth of community media across 
Ireland. 
 
As ever, thanks to all the staff and volunteers who 
contributed to this edition of the newsletter. Don’t 
forget you can contact me (dave@near.ie) if you 
want to contribute to any edition. 

 

Dave O Connor 

Editor/Secretary Near Media Co Op 

Near Media Committee of Management  

 

Vincent Teeling (Chair)  

Heidi Bedell (Vice Chair) 

Dave O’Connor (Secretary) 

Peter Cunningham (Treasurer)  

Declan Cahill    

Deborah Gaffney        

Nell Fitzpatrick   

Bronwen Maher 

Stephen Blayds   

Shannette Budhai 

Sue O’Neill 

 

 
 

 

 

Staff Contact List  

Based at the Northside Civic Centre ( 8671190) 

 

Radio Coordinator - sally@near.ie  

 

Technical & Studio Issues - gay@near.ie  

 

Technology & Website - gavin@near.ie  

 

Administration - alan@near.ie  

 

Overall Project Coordinator - ciaran@near.ie  

 

On-air promos & Schedules – alan@near.ie  

 

Based at the Coolock Development Centre (8485211) 

 

Intercultural Co Ordinator – grace@near.ie   

 

Promotions – Promotions@near.ie    

 

IT Admin/Training – Itadmin@near.ie    

 

Productions and Specialist Training - paul@near.ie   

 

Outreach, Introductory Training & OBs - 

dorothee@near.ie  

 

TV Coordinator - elaine@near.ie  

 

 

mailto:dave@near.ie
mailto:grace@near.ie
mailto:Promotions@near.ie
mailto:Itadmin@near.ie
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‘Social Justice Media – Examining the Evidence, 

Exploring the Possible’ is being hosted by the Near 

Media Co-op to mark its 30th anniversary. It takes 

place at the new Chanel Leisure and Hospitality Venue 

in Coolock.  

You should all know by now that the Near Media Co-op is 

organising and hosting a conference on 9th March entitled 

"Social Justice Media - Examining the Evidence, Exploring the 

Possible". It is to be held at the brand new, and very impressive, 

Parnells GAA Clubhouse in Coolock and will be launched by the 

Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources, 

Pat Rabbitte TD. 

 

2013 marks the 30th anniversary of the inauguration of our 

community media  co operative and what better way of marking 

the occasion than facilitating a discussion on a topic that is often 

to the forefront of our broadcasting priorities. Although the issue 

of social justice fits into the ethos of our organisation, we would 

be the first to admit that we have plenty to learn in respect of 

how we address this subject. As such, the range of speakers on 

the day will challenge us in our use of the term social justice, and 

how we should apply it to our project. They will do so by drawing 

on their own experiences of liaising with Irish media, and Irish 

community media in particular. This will be a major event which 

should be of particular interest to so many Near volunteers and 

shareholders. The contributions will no doubt be fascinating, 

engaging and educational. I would encourage anyone with an 

interest in this subject to join us on the day and contribute to the 

discussion. 

 

You can find the agenda and list of speakers on www.near.ie. 

Get registering and should you know of people or organisations 

who may also be interested in attending, please let hem know. 

Let's make this event another significant milestone in the history 

of our co-op. 

 

Looking forward to seeing you on 9
th

 March 

Peter Cunningham - Treasurer - Near Media Co-op. 

Conference organiser Jack Byrne, one of the founders of the 

Near Media Co-op in 1983, said: “This exciting and thought-

provoking event will look at how media in Ireland has evolved 

over the past 50 years and how it has treated social justice 

issues. It will examine the impact of shrinking media ownership 

on coverage of these issues and will ask how community can 

media step up its game and enhance social justice.”  
 
 

Pat Kearney, Dave O’Connor, Jack Byrne and 
Vincent Teeling attending a community radio 
conference in NIHE Dublin (now DCU).....a long 
long time ago... 

 “We hope this event will result in a greater 
appreciation of how we can utilise the tools at 
our disposal to improve the quality of the public 
conversation surrounding social justice.”  
 
“Just one example of a new initiative that could 
be considered is a non-mainstream new service 
that could be shared between all of the 30-plus 
community broadcasters on the island of 
Ireland.” 
 
Sally Galiana, vice-president of AMARC (the 
European association of community media 
broadcasters), who will also address the 
conference. 

 

http://www.near.ie/
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Studio Output Levels 
 

Next time you are in the studio have a look at the levels 
when you talk and playback music and then look at the 
levels when the promo’s start...this will give you some 
idea of the output. Use your headphones to monitor the 
levels. Otherwise you risk being very loud, or indeed 
very quiet, and listeners will tune out. 
 
All levels have been preset to the 12 o’clock position on 
the trims (volume knobs)...and if really need to adjust 
anything it should be adjusted from here (but you 
shouldn’t need to adjust any levels!!) 

 
Under no circumstances should any presenter adjust 
output levels from any of the studio computers. If you 
notice a problem tell Sally or Gay. Levels are set for a 
reason, and incorrect adjustments can lead to 
transmitter over modulation, which can be costly. 
 
Studio Rules 
 
The Red Light on means don’t enter!! Studio duty 
personnel may need to enter in certain circumstances. 
 
Headphones – Use them. ! You can’t monitor your 
voice and other output levels without them. Maybe, 
you’re not being heard? You’ll never know, without 
headphones. 
 
Guest Microphones – Monitor their levels. Are you 
using the right fader? Remember to use prefade listen 
beforehand. 
 
Drinks – Liquids are a no no anywhere near radio 
equipment.  
 
Papers – Bring them in for your programme. Take them 
away afterwards!! Messy studios lead to messy 

programme. 

 
Start on time – Finish on Time. Leave room for 
promos. Don’t leave the next presenter waiting!! 

 

The ideal meter level on the studio mixer is 6. 

 

 

 

Computers are funny things. They don’t like 

to be messed with, they don’t like software 

installed without permission, they don’t like 

the threat of a virus. 

 

Near Media Co Op has invested heavily in 

its IT infrastructure, and is the envy of many 

other community media groups. There is a 

dedicated IT Unit which maintains all our 

computer network. Please don’t go messing 

or fiddling with settings, don’t install 

software – just leave them as they are, and 

if you notice a problem, talk to Gay or 

Gavin. 

RULE OF THUMB. LEVELS 
FROM BOTH THE LEFT AND 

RIGHT CHANNELS SHOULD BE 
PEAKING AROUND 6 

 
 
 
 
 
 

WWW.TWITTER.COM/NEARFM 
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 Nearfm doesn’t have Ad breaks, so 
don’t say - “ and now the Ads”. We have 
promo breaks and some local 
businesses donate money in return for a 
regular scripted on-air mention. Just 
refer to the ‘break’ or ‘station 
announcements’, or even ‘promo break’. 

 
 
And don’t forget that we are now announcing the 
station as Nearfm. And the frequency? 90.3!! 
 

Don’t forget that you can ‘Listen Again’ at 
nearpodcast.org 
 
 
Volunteer Profile – Jessica Spencer 
 
How did you first get involved with 
Nearfm?          
When I was in fourth year (two years ago), 
almost all my role models had been or were 
currently involved in radio. Because of this, I 
decided I wanted to be too! I found out about 
Nearfm and thought it sounded perfect for me to 
join. I wanted to support community radio and 
especially have a show which mixed pop, local 
indie and alt music.  
 
Tell me about the best programme you have 
had.  
My best programme was with Kim Walton and 
Ciara Pigott. They're close friends of mine. Kim, 
Ciara and I do always have the hahas on air. 
We chat about life in general, what's going on in 
our lives, and generally just try to be a bit 
entertaining! We always get great feedback from 
anybody listening afterwards on Twitter! 
 
What's the most inspiring feedback you have 
received from listeners?  
It wasn't exactly "inspiring," but on a show about 
"irrational fears/phobias," I admitted that I'm 
afraid of snails and the going down stairs 
escalatory things. Both stem from bad 
experiences, but appear irrational. One texter 
said it was okay because she's afraid of wall 
sockets, and a tweeter she's afraid of the 
moving stairs things too! 
 
What other Nearfm programmes do you 
listen to? 
I love the Blitz which is on straight after me. 
Ross and Michael are gas! They play great 
music, have interesting movie reviews and 
actually shadowed me, so it's interesting to hear 
how they develop with each show! 
 
 

 

Jessica Spencer 

“Radio Bla Bla” 

Alternate Saturdays 

 

 “SOCIAL JUSTICE MEDIA – 

EXAMINING THE EVIDENCE, 

EXPLORING THE POSSIBLE”, WILL BE 

HELD ON 9TH MARCH 2013 
 

 

 



 

 

 

 

JANUARY/FEBRUARY 2013 

 

 

 

 Nearfm’s Folklore from the Dancefloor to be 
broadcast on Community Radio nationwide 
 
Nearfm’s Aoife Nic Canna has produced a major 
new documentary series on the characters and 
stories of the Irish club scene since the late 70’s – 
the resulting radio series is Folklore from the 
Dancefloor. In March 2013, and for the first time, 
this series will be broadcast on Community radio 
stations nationwide. 
 
The series will remember and portray the clubs 
and the music from the disco inferno of the late 
‘70s,up through the rave explosion of the late ‘80s, 
and right on up to the present day’s eclectic mix. 
For this six-part series, Aoife has recorded in-
depth interviews with the DJs, the promoters and 
the dancers including the Godfather of Punk Terry 
Hooley, FishGoDeep’s Greg Dowling, club 
historians and DJs Tonie Walsh and Paul Tarpey, 
Hot Press editor Stuart Clarke, award-winning 
writer Kevin Barry, Scary Eire’s Dj Mek, Bodytonic 
and European based Irish producers Sian, Arveen 
and Cymera. 
 
This series will be broadcast on community radio 
stations nationwide on the following dates and 
times: 
 
Ballyhoura Community Radio (www.bcradio.ie) 
Sat March 2, 9, 16, 23, 30 & April 6 @ 7pm 
 
Claremorris Community Radio (www.ccr946.ie) 
Fri March 1, 8, 15, 22, 29 & April 5 @ 8pm 
 
Dublin South FM (www.dublinsouthfm.ie) 
Sat March 2, 9, 16, 23, 30 & April 6 @ 8pm 
 
Flirt FM (www.flirtfm.ie) 
Wed March 6, 13, 20 April 10, 17, 24 @ 11pm 
 
Near FM (www.near.ie) 
Fri March 1, 8, 15, 22, 29 & April 5 @ 7pm 
 
West Dublin Access Radio (www.wdar.ie) 
Sat March 2, 9, 16, 23, 30 & April 6 @ 1.25pm 
 
Wired FM (www.wiredfm.ie) 
Tue March 6, 12, 19, 26 & April 9, 16 @ 9am 

 

 

 

 Tradfest 2013 – live on Nearfm 
 

 
Praise for the Series Folklore from the 
Dancefloor 
 
“Nic Canna’s well researched 
documentary records a range of 
participants unpicking scenes 
with the tangents of old social scenes 
surfacing in between.” - Paul Tarpey, 
Notes on an Irish Disco Landscape 
 
“Aoife Nic Canna has done us proud in 
this groundbreaking six-week 
documentary. She’s also 
given the journalists, archivists and 
historians among us reason to push this 
history ever further on”. – Tonie Walsh, 
Activist, DJ & Historian 
 
@dirtydubsters - bringing the realness 
with this radio doc. about the history of 
Clubbing in 
Ireland. SALUTE! 
 
For further information please contact: 
Aoife Nic Canna on 0862373696 / 
aniccanna@gmail.com 
or promotions@near.ie / 01-8485211 
 
This series is made with the support of the 
Broadcasting Authority of Ireland Sound 
and Vision scheme. 

 

http://www.wdar.ie/
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New Volunteer Training was completed this month. Keep an 

eye on the NearTV website for the latest one question video 

which they produced. It is currently in edit and will be on line 

in the coming weeks.  

 

From Portmarnock to Lesotho  

Once a year, a group of Portmarnock Community School 

students are chosen to travel to Lesotho to work in varied 

community development projects and to experience the local 

culture. In this video, the students who visited Africa in 2012 

tell us of their time in “The Kingdom in the Sky”. 

http://neartv.ie/from-portmarnock-to-lesotho/  

 

A short:  Park bench  

Mike Foott wrote this little romcom about a romantic girl and a 

guy who just wants to be left alone. 

http://neartv.ie/park-bench/  

 

Back to the Feature 

Back to the Feature continues reviewing new releases Quentin 

Tarantino's 'Django Unchained' and Ruben Fleischer's 

'Gangster Squad'. Also digging 'Psycho' out of the archive for 

a revisit. 

http://neartv.ie/back-to-the-feature-episode-4/  

Another episode will be out next week.  
 
 
 
 
Who’s on Twitter? Are you? 

 
Follow @nearfm  @neartv   @nearfmbtl  @pridetimenearfm   
@oconnear   @djdaley 
@backtrackingnow    @localbizmatter    @ARobinsonBL     
@nearfmsessions   @eoindrinan @pcnear 
@ciaranmurray13    @aleaking    @meyerdh    
@leftofthedialr  @aoifeniccanna @drkeithredmond 
@jessiblah @nearrecords 
  
If you want to join our network send a tweet to @nearfm 
and we’ll follow you too. 
 
Use the hash tags #nearfm #neartv #community radio and 
we might even start a trend!! 

 
 

 

 

 

“ WE ARE A COMMUNITY 

DEVELOPMENT ORGANISATION FIRST 

AND A MEDIA SERVICE AFTER THAT” 
 

New Month, New Programmes on Near fm 
 
International Politics 
 
Bringing international events to the local 
community, international political events, 
conflicts and major changes from Europe and 
around the world. The programme will interview 
the people from different parts of the globe and 
in our community who are connected to these 
events including: 
Raymond Deane  Irish Palestinian Solidarity 
Campaign, Dan Daly - 9/11 Fire Chief, Fatima 
Hamroush – Libyan Health Minister, Samdup – 
Tibetan Community based in Dublin, Sami 
Moukaddem – Middle east Filmmaker based in 
Dublin. 
 
Alternate Tuesdays 3.30pm presented by Peter 
Kearney 
 
DATES TO REMEMBER 
 
March 8

th
 –  International Women’s Day 

March 21
st
 -  International Day for the 

Elimination of Racial Discrimination  
April 7

th
 –  World Health Day 

 

 
 

http://neartv.ie/from-portmarnock-to-lesotho/
http://neartv.ie/park-bench/
http://neartv.ie/back-to-the-feature-episode-4/


 

 

JANUARY/FEBRUARY 2013 

 

 

 

 

 
    
 As a part of the EU Local Partnership Scheme funded 
by the Arts Council in celebration of Irelands Presidency 
of the EU (Jan – June 2013), Near Media Co-op are 
proud to present a weekend of Traditional Music from 
the EU featuring traditional musicians from Germany, 
Hungary, Basque Country & Ireland. Over the course of 
the weekend the general public is invited to enjoy the 
following two performances: 
 
Performance 1: Live at Clasac 

The Harz Mountain Yodelers (Germany), Bidaia 
(Basque), Oltan Szabó & Katalin Juhász (Hungary) & 
Perfect Friction (Ireland). 
Date: Friday April 12

th
 @ 7.30pm 

Venue: Clasac Theatre, Alfie Byrne Road, Clontarf 
Admission: Free 

 
This performance will be broadcast live simultaneously 
on Near FM 90.3 (Dublin), Radio Corax (Halle, 
Germany), Antxeta Community Radio (Basque Country) 
& Civil Radio (Budapest) 
 
Performance 2: Live from Unitarian Church 

The Harz Mountain Yodelers (Germany), Bidaia 
(Basque), Oltan Szabó & Katalin Juhász (Hungary) & 
Perfect Friction (Ireland). 
Date: Saturday April 13

th
 @ 7.30pm 

Venue: Unitarian Church, Stephens Green, Dublin 2 
Admission: Free 

 
In addition Near Media Co-op and partners will be 
meeting on Sat 13

th
 April in the Northside Civic Centre 

in Coolock to research, develop and plan activities 
leading to a transnational showcase and celebration of 
Traditional Music in the EU. The preparatory meeting 
will allow partners to prepare an application to the EU 
Creative fund 2014. 

 

 

 
Oltan Szabó & Katalin Juhász 

  
The Folk Music of Hungarian Herdsmen: 
Aerophone Folk Music Instruments in the Carpathian 
Basin. This mini concert program presents the musical 
culture of Hungarian shepherds in both images and 
sound samples. 
 

LISTEN AGAIN AND CATCH UP 
AT NEAR.IE 

 
 

 

Harzer Jodler Trio - Yodelers from the Harz 
Mountains in Germany 

In the Harz Mountains right in the center of 
Germany singing and yodeling requires each 
other like bread and butter. The songs these 
musicians bring to Dublin are unique regional 
sounds – as unique as their yodeling. All fans of 
virtuosic singing techniques will be delighted of 
this demonstration of a highly specialized way to 
yodel. The group travels with one of the best 
female yodelers of their region. 
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NEAR FM has been hosting a series of public readathons of 

Joyce's Dubliners over the last 4 months, in diverse locations 

from the Mont Clare Hotel to Sphere 17 in Darndale, and at 

the Sean O'Casey Theatre, East Wall where we were 

delighted to present this event in association with The Sean 

O'Casey Centre and the PEG Drama Group. 

 

The readings and public participation form an integral part of 

NEAR's Reading Together series, funded under the S&V II 

scheme.  

 

Our final reading will celebrate and explore Joyce's portrayal 

of women with a reading on 8th March, 12 pm, International 

Women's Day at the Axis Centre Ballymun. Entry is free to 

the event and if you want to experience Joyce in a welcoming 

and participatory way, then we hope you can join us on one 

of the days.  

 

Debbie Hutchinson 
 

  
 
New Times, New People 
 
“Qu’est que ce c’est le Craic” and “The Punk Show” have 
moved to new times on Tuesday, 6pm and 4.30pm 
respectively.  
 
Ger Leddin and Leslie Murphy are now presenting 
“Lifeline” 
 
“Ar Muin na Muice” on welcomes Aoife Nic Canna and 
Blaithin de Burca. 
 
Lesley-Ann Halvey and Susan Collins join “The Arts 
Programme” 
New Month, New Programmes 
 
Contemporary Capitalism  
A series of four talks held by the Provisional University on 
the subject of Contemporary Capitalism each covering a 
different subject: Financialisation, Capitalism and 
Precarity, Capitalism and Mental Health, and The Idea of 
The Commons as it has manifested in current society. 
Thursday 3.30pm until 28

th
 February. Recorded and edited 

by Craig Cox 

 

 
 

 

Mixel & Caroline of Bidaia - Music from the 
Basque Country 

 
“The roots are deep and the instruments 
acoustic but make no mistake: this is a 
contemporary band with energy, drive and wide-
ranging curiosity. Bidaia translates as ‘voyage’ 
and it definitely offers a unique travel 
experience.” – Dirty Linen Folk & World Music 

 

 

Perfect Friction is a group of young musicians who 

came together through playing at Wicklow Trad 
sessions in Wicklow Town. The band features seven 
Trad musicians and a world-class vocalist, Rebecca 
Winckworth, who has toured extensively with Anúna 
among other groups. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Near Intercultural Project 
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In early October, participants from the final intercultural 
training course received their FETAC results. 
Congratulations to Olajoke, Mary, Hang, Celine, David, 
Maria, Cyndi, and Silvia on their 8 distinctions! All the 
wonderful individuals who have participated in this 
training and production initiative deserve a round of 
applause for completing the course with flying colours; 
29 distinctions and 5 merits were awarded over the 
lifetime of the project and every single participant 
completed the course! Their stellar achievements are 
well deserved.  
 
The fourth series of Culture Shots programmes, 
produced by our newest team members, has exceeded 
expectations. Worth special note is the seamless use of 
multi-track editing in some shows. New shows have 
featured: EIL intercultural learning, Vietnamese culture, 
songs and storytelling from the Caribbean, celebrations 
from the Indian sub-continent and domestic workers 
speaking about their experiences. 
 
Culture Shots has taken a literary turn; recently Claire 
Doyle interviewed Dr. Aleida Guevara, daughter of 
Che Guevara, who visited Ireland to promote 
Remembering Che a book written by Aleida’s mother 
about her personal life with Che. Celine Quinn also 
interviewed Ebun Akpoveta, counselor, pastor, 
motivational speaker, intercultural consultant and 
author of the new book Becoming Unforgettable; 
Uncovering the Essence of the Woman. 
 
Special Culture Shots programmes were produced to 
mark International Migrants Day, Valentine’s Day 
(featuring intercultural couples sharing stories of how 
they fell in love), and the 16 Days of Action Opposing 
Violence Against Women. 
. 

 
The International Migrants Day programme produced 
by “Culture Shots,” was promoted by Radio 1812, a 
global event that brings together migrant groups and 
radios from around the world to produce, broadcast and 
share programmes celebrating the achievements and 
highlighting the concerns of migrants worldwide. Radio 
1812 has gone on to feature further Culture Shots 
programmes on www.radio1812.net.  

 

  

Celine Quinn of Culture Shots recorded vox 
pops with members of EIL Intercultural Learning 
during their annual network weekend 

 

 

Culture Shots participants enjoying Gerry 
Cooley’s poetic musings on Moore Street during 
a cultural trip. 

 

http://www.radio1812.net/
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Not for the Money is a six part series consisting 

of in-depth profiles of each of the following 

organisations: 

Dogs Aid 

Residents Against Racism 

Exchange Dublin, 

Seomra Sproai, 

Summer Row Garden  

Rainbow13 

In each programme we speak to a member of 

each organisation to see what was their 

motivations and expectations when joining the 

organisation, why do they believe it is important 

to volunteer and what have they gained through 

their experience volunteering and working with 

other volunteers. During the programme we 

obtain valuable information about the 

organisation, such as how/when/why the 

organisation was created, how it works, 

difficulties and advantages of being volunteer run 

and their prospects for the future. 

 

Claire Doyle interviewed Aleida Guevara for Culture 
Shots with the support of project Steering Committee 
member Azucena Bermudez who provided 
interpretation 

 
 
On the 20

th
 of March, SpunOut will be 

launching their new website. The revamped 
SpunOut.ie will host content from twelve 
“Culture Shots” programmes featuring 
youth voices and youth issues. We’ve 
been accommodating requests from several 
schools and youth clubs who requested to 
use the Intercultural Project’s video “What is 
Interculturalism?” as a tool to spark 
conversations among young people on 
interculturalism and anti-racism. You can 
see the video here: http://neartv.ie/what-is-
interculturalism/.  
 
Got friends in other community radio 
stations across Ireland? Tell them Culture 
Shots programmes are available for 
broadcast by other stations via the Craol 
programme exchange: 
http://craol.ie/39/0/program-exchange.html 
Athlone Community Radio and Dublin 
South FM are among the community radio 
stations rebroadcasting this fantastic series. 
 

http://neartv.ie/what-is-interculturalism/
http://neartv.ie/what-is-interculturalism/
http://craol.ie/39/0/program-exchange.html
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Early note for your diary on upcoming Outside Broadcasts: 
 
 
Three part series ‘Festivals from the Northside’. 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 Five Lamps Festival in Marino College on North 
Strand Road on Tuesday April 9

th
 from 11.00-

2.00pm from inside the college.  

 Phizzfest from the canal close to Shandon 
Gardens on Saturday May 4

th
 from 11.00-2.00pm 

from a barge. 

 Rose Festival inside St Annes Park in Raheny on 
Saturday 20

th
 July, time TBD from inside our own 

gazebo. 
 
Feel free to come over and join us on the day! 
 
 
 
Basic Computer Training Courses  
We have a batch of new basic computer training courses. If 
you or anyone you know might be interested in learning the 
basics of using email, the internet etc. then please get in 
contact with Ebele at 01.8485211 or itadmin@near.ie.  

 

 

 
 

”.  

 

Would you like us to broadcast from your 
premises? 

 
We are always looking for new venues to 
broadcast from. If you have something to 
highlight in your organisation and would like 
near to cover it, get in touch with 
Dorothee@near.ie , 01.8485211. 
 
 

 

mailto:itadmin@near.ie


 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 
 

The Intercultural Project is currently working to 
develop an Intercultural Policy for Community 
Media. On Saturday, March 2

nd
 we will be hosting an 

intercultural policy workshop in city centre. The 
purpose of the day is to explore how learning from the 
intercultural project can be mainstreamed by other 
media & community development organizations, and 
to understand the policy framework in relation to 
promoting interculturalism and addressing racism. 
During the day, participants will work in groups to 
formulate concrete recommendations on how to 
promote interculturalism through training, 
outreach/recruitment, production and governance.  
 
 
 
Look out for the invitation to participate, which will be 
disseminated over the Near mailinglist shortly. Culture 
Shots producers/presenters, volunteers, staff, 
committee members and other co-op stakeholders are 
invited to participate and share their ideas on what 
needs to be included in an effective intercultural policy. 
Please contact grace@near.ie if you’d like to join us 
on March 2

nd
, or if you’d like to voice your opinion 

through another form of consultation. Please note that 
places on the workshop will be limited, so an RSVP is 
requested  
 
 

Interviewees for Culture Shots’ Valentine’s Day programme 

pause for a photo op outside the Civic Centre after recording 
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“ 

Shaibia and David O’Brien of Culture Shots 
recording in studio 
 
 

 
On the 19

th
 of March we will celebrate the 

achievements of the Intercultural Project 
participants with a Wrap Event and FETAC 
awards ceremony at the Mansion House. 
Like the Launch event, it will be a lively 
evening with performers, multi-media 
presentations and other celebratory 
activities. Speakers will include the Deputy 
Lord Mayor and Dil Wickremasingh. 
 

You can tune in to Culture Shots on 90.3 
fm or live stream at www.near.ie each 
week, Mondays from 6.30 to 7. To listen to 
past episodes, log on to: 
http://near.ie/cultureshots.  
 

 

 
This project is co-financed by the European 
Commission under the European 
Integration Fund and is supported by the 
Office for the Promotion of Migrant 
Integration in the Department of Justice and 
Equality and Pobal. 

 

http://www.near.ie/
http://near.ie/cultureshots


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Shareholding Membership of Near Media Co-op 
 
Your organisation can become a shareholding member of near media co-op. That’s right; your 
organisation can own a community media project that includes a radio station, TV production facility and a 
community IT training facility. 
 
Near Media Co-Op owns and operates Nearfm, Near TV Productions and Near Online. Your group may 
have already been interviewed on Nearfm or taken part in one of our Radio or TV programmes. Would you 
like to do more, and become more involved? Are you interested in supporting the ideals of community 
media? 
 
You’ll probably find that our organisation is very much like yours in structure. Our organisation relies on 
over one hundred volunteers, supported by some paid members of staff to make and develop community 
media each week. Our Committee of Management is entirely voluntary. We are supported by FÁS, 
CDVEC, Pobal and the Broadcasting Authority of Ireland. 
 
So in essence the benefits of becoming a shareholder are: 

 entitled to use the media to promote your organisation's activities and achievements  

 entitled to reduced rate of training in how to do this, and how to make radio and tv programmes 
and to broadcast them  

 entitled to reduced rate of training in digital skills  

 entitlement to take part and vote at AGMs and to become a member of the committee of 
management 

 
Of course if you would simply like to support the Co-Op and occasionally use our services, you can still 
become a shareholder and do that. 
 
If you have more questions and would like to become a shareholder, please contact our Outreach 
Coordinator, Dorothee Meyer-Holtkamp at 8485211 or Dorothee@near.ie. 

 

 
Catch up at nearpodcast.org 
 
We have slightly revamped the podcast section of the website and you can find it at nearfm.ie/podcast 
 
There are a few small changes to how podcasts are put in place now, if you want your programme featured on the 
podcast then contact gavin@near.ie for training in the new system. Remember the podcast is only for talk based 
programming, if you want to have a music programme featured on the website then Gavin can show you how to set up 
a mixcloud account which will allow for streaming non-downloadable versions of your programme online. 
 
 
The programme section of the website continues to grow with more and more near fm shows being added 
 
http://nearfm.ie/category/programmes/ 
 
If you'd like to have your programme featured here then contact gavin at gavin@near.ie and we can make you up a 
section and if you are already using mixcloud or the podcast to distribute your programme online we can link that in 
there as well. 
 
And remember if you have anything interesting coming up on your programme then be sure to let us know so we can 
promote it on the website, facebook and twitter.  
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CRC Talks 3 - broadcasting this March on Near 
FM 
 
CRC Talks 3 is a five part radio series produced 
by Aoife Nic Cana, Andrew  
Reid and the CRC Rehabiliatative Training Unit. 
The series highlights the  
day to day lives of young adults with physical and 
learning disabilities.  
Through their own words, thoughts, concerns and 
aspirations, the students of  
the Rehabilitative Training unit in the Central 
Remedial Clinic explore  
themes relating to their daily lives. The unique 
perspective that the  
trainees can bring informs the series with real 
depth and feeling. The  
series will look at how living with a disability can 
affect one's ability to  
participate in what many of us take for granted. 
The series will explore  
topics such as transport & access, employment, 
youth culture and arts &  
drama. The series is made with assistance of the 
BAI Sound and Vision Sceme. 
 
 
 
Programme 1 - Youth and Disability Wed March 
6th @ 3.30pm 
 
Programme 2 - Transport and Access Wed March 
13th @ 3.30pm 
 
Programme 3 - Employment and Disability Wed 
March 20th @ 3.30pm 
 
Programme 4 - Arts and Culture pt 1 Wed March 
27th @ 3.30pm 
 
Programme 5 - Arts and Culture pt 2 Wed April 
3rd @ 3.30pm 

 

 

 

.  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
You can find Nearfm on free radio apps 
like TuneinRadio and Wunderradio 

 
 
If you’re reading a hard copy of the 
newsletter but would like a delivery to 
your inbox every edition – subscribe. 
 
It’s free and easy too. 
 
Email gavin@near.ie 
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Return to the Pine Trees is a selection of 6 short stories 
for radio broadcast about growing up in the North Dublin 
areas of Turnapin Lane, Clonshaugh, Coolock Lane and 
Santry in the late 1960s and early 1970s by Dublin born 
Gerry Cooley. 
These stories take place between 1965 and 1970 and 
they bring to life a time in these areas on the outskirts of 
Dublin City before they all changed forever. This series is 
narrated by Gerry Cooley and made with the assistance 
of the BAI Sound & Vision scheme. 

 
Production – Sound and Vision 

Near FM were successful with all 7 out of 12 applications 
to Sound & Vision round 16. Congratulations to Ignacio 
Irigoien and The Near Drama Company who have had 
projects approved for funding in the latest round of Sound 
and Vision results. These projects are Babel Atha Cliath 
& Drama on the Northside.  
 
Sound & Vision projects currently in production are Lets 
Celebrate, Story?, Lovers of Life, The Frank Harte 
Festival, The Jomac Show, Reading Together, Been 
there, Seen There, To the ends of the earth,and The 
Harkangels. We wish all the respective production teams 
the best of luck with their projects. 

 

Near FM also submitted 9 new applications for S&V 
Round 17; results are expected back in early May. Ideas 
for round 18 are now being welcomed, contact 
ciaran@near.ie or paul@near.ie  

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
Ignacio Irigoiens 6 part series on Ireland’s Presidency of 
the EU beginning is now up on the Near FM podcast 
service. The series features interviews with all the main 
political parties on how they feel Ireland can make the 
most of the EU presidency. There is also be a 
programme on the former presidency holders Cyprus and 
how they used their time as EU presidents. 
http://nearfm.ie/podcast/category/politics/communicating-
europe/  
 
This series is funded by Communicating Europe a 
Department of the Taoiseach initiative. 
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Edd Kealy and the sports team are currently broadcasting the 30 
part radio series This Sporting Life. Every Saturday @ 3.30pm 

you can catch a superb 15 minute documentary of a minority sport 
which is played on Northside Dublin. To listen back to the sports 
featured so far please visit http://nearfm.ie/this-sporting-life/ 
 
Upcoming programmes are: 
Clontarf Hockey Saturday 16th March 2013 
Ten-Pin Bowling Saturday 23rd March 2013 
Sailing   Saturday 30th March 2013 
Water-Polo  Saturday 6th April 2013 
Snooker  Saturday 13th April 2013  
Bootcamp  Saturday 20th April 2013 
Tennis   Saturday 27th April 2013 

 
Temple Bar TradFest Live 
Near FM were delighted to spearhead a live broadcast from 

TradFest on Friday 25
th
 Jan from 2-7pm. Collaborating with our 

colleagues in Dublin South FM, West Dublin Access Radio and 
Raidio Na Life. Community radio took over the airwaves of Dublin 

bringing Trad Music to the homes of listeners in Coolock, 
Ballyfermot and Dun Laoghaire. 
 
Broadcasting from the Project Arts Centre in the heart of Temple 
Bar, the five hour programme featured lots of musicians to 
showcase the best of TradFest had to offer in 2013.  
 
Temple Bar TradFest Live is supported by the Broadcasting 

Authority of Ireland’s Sound and Vision Fund www.bai.ie  and we 
will be back in 2014 to do it all again! 

 
Radio Jeanie Johnston 

Ship Ahoy! Radio Jeanie Johnston was a two part series that went 
live from on board the famous vessel on Dublins Docklands on 
Wed Feb 13th & Thurs Feb 14th 2013 between 3 & 5pm. 
Presented by Noel McGuinness and Gerry Cooley with support 
from Zandra Ball and the Near FM OB Crew the two programmes 
were full of great stories and music. 
Both programmes had a different focus- 
Programme 1 concentrated on the days gone by and looked at 

traditional aspects of Irish and Dublin’s history. We heard about 
the Jeanie Johnston itself & the men who used to work at the 
docklands. We were entertained with live music from The 
Beermats. 
Programme 2 had a more contemporary slant and featured 

modern day Dublin, north of the docklands. The programme 
depicted how the area has changed and now has ‘a sense of 
place’ with strong community ethos. We looked at the new 
infrastructure and increased footfall along the quays. We heard 
community groups situated in nearby areas such as East Wall and 
Dublin 1 and got an insight into upcoming events. We were 
entertained with live music from Longtails. 
This two part series was funded by the Broadcasting 
Authority of Ireland Sound & Vision scheme. 
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