
 

Running an organisation as big and varied as Near Media Co-op requires 

co-operation across all levels, from all staff and volunteers. Since Near 

FM began broadcasting in 1995, our organisation has been fortunate to 

attract many dedicated community volunteers and staff who share the 

same ethos and vision.  The continued success of Near Media Co-op is 

quite simply down to this shared vision. Next month it will be 31 years 

since Near Media Co-Op was registered, long before community radio 

licenses were awarded.  But, on the day of registration, a small group of 

local people had the same vision. I think it’s important to remember 

those founding members, who were the building blocks for what we 

have now. Our challenge, in 2014, is to continue to develop our 

community media service. But, I have no doubt that we will take on this 

challenge and succeed. In this edition of the newsletter, you’ll find 

examples of the work being done every day across our organisation, by 

those who share the same vision as those founding members from 1983. 

We’ll be organising a general co-operative meeting next month and I 

hope that you will be able to attend. And finally, I would also like to 

acknowledge Zandra Ball's retirement from Near Media Co-op. It's 

funny, because I don't remember a time when Zandra was not a part of 

Near. She has played a valuable role across the arts, culture, current 

affairs and many other areas of radio and TV programming for over 10 

years. From producing daily radio programmes to producing sound and 

vision projects, her attention to detail and commitment to her work was 

always, quite simply, great.  Oh, and I should also mention her calm, cool 

composure and not forgetting her lists! I have a feeling we will see more 

of Zandra in her retirement, but for now, I wish her well on behalf of the 

Committee of Management and thank her for all she did for Near. 

 

 

"I have long admired Near FM's 

commitment to its community of  

listeners, and in particular its 

longstanding practice of turning  

listeners into broadcasters - our 

own stories, told by ourselves 

to ourselves, with a welcome for 

anyone happening to listen in. 

Paddy Kavanagh would have 

approved, there was a man who 

knew that all universal truths 

have their roots in a particular 

place at a particular 

time." 

 

- Theo Dorgan, local Poet 
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Dave O’Connor 
Secretary 

Near Media Co-Op 

Sa Phictiúr: Seán, Aoife agus Úna. ag seoladh Pobal 
Chluain Tarbh sa Tillies Caife ar an gCéadaoin 15ú Eanáir. 
Tá Pobal Chluain Tarbh an sraith ghearr faoin cainteoirí 
Gaeilge sa cheantar Chluain Tarbh. 

Welcome to Mark Finnegan 
who has joined the Near 

Media Co-Op. Mark is 
working on current affairs 

programs, with a particular 
focus on the daily program 

‘Northside Today’. 

Co-op meeting 
 

Co-op meeting March 5
th

 at 
7pm in Conference Room 1, 

all volunteers and staff 
welcome! 
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To The End of the Earth is a new 5 part, 30 minute, radio documentary series, 

which started on Febuary 10th 2014. The series focuses on the Irish military 

diaspora in South America and features the incredible lives of: Ambrose 

O’Higgins, John MacKenna, Bernardo O’Higgins, Admiral William Brown and 

Ernesto “CHE” Guevara Lynch. Produced by Enda M Roche. 

It will broadcast weekly from Monday February 10th 2014 at 6.30 pm (Irish 

Time) on Near FM 90.3 or online at www.nearfm.ie/online and Podcasting on 

www.nearfm.ie/podcast 

Made with the support of the Broadcasting Authority of Ireland Sound and Vision Scheme 

 

Made with the support of the Broadcasting Authority of Ireland Sound and Vision Scheme 
 

 

Sound and Vision 
 

A Near FM radio series on environmental sustainability in 

Tanzania entitled The Butterfly Effect, and produced by Paul 

Loughran & Joseph O’Connor, will get its premier broadcast on 

Friday February 21st at 6.00pm. 

 

The Butterfly Effect is funded by the Simon Cumbers Media Fund, an Irish 

Aid initiative. 

Simon Cumbers Media Fund 

Workshop!! 

Jane Arigho, Media Project Coordinator of Headline will be visiting Near to hold a workshop on March 5
th

 in the Civic 
Centre at 1pm. The presentation will be about mental health and suicide in Irish media and will be of importance 
not only to presenters but to everyone in our community. Everyone welcome. Please confirm with Ogo if you will 
attend: promotions@near.ie. 

 

 

 

 
 

Europe on Air 

‘Europe on Air’ live, every week, starting Thursday March 
6

th
 from 4.30-5.00pm 

 
‘Europe on Air’ is Near FM’s new weekly half hour 
programme that will look at the impact the EU can have 
on the lives of Irish people and European identity. 
Discussions will underline some common values and 
history we share, look at the impact of European policies 
in our daily lives and talk about possible proposals for a 
better common future.  
 
Going live from March until July 2014; we will look at 
themes varying from migration to education, mass media 
 

to religion, agriculture, gender, environmental policies 
and many more. 
 
This radio series has been developed in collaboration with 
two sister radio stations in Seville, Spain (EMA RTV) and in 
Freiburg, Germany (Radio Dreyeckland) who will be 
broadcasting 20 programs on similar topics within each 
country. 
 
 
 
This project is funded under the Europe for Citizen Project: Education, 
Audiovisual & Culture Executive Agency (EACEA). 

 

http://www.nearfm.ie/online
http://www.nearfm.ie/podcast
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Programming 

‘Perceptions’ live, every week, 
starting Tuesday February 18

th
 from 

3.30-4.30pm Listen out! 
 

Welcome to Rhona Coughlan who 

will be chairing the new 

programme ‘Perceptions’. The 

panel discussion program will be on 

every week and will deal with 

topics on disability issues in relation 

to education, employment, and 

housing. A direct link will be made 

by Near FM and the Greater Dublin 

Independent Living  

 

We've been monitoring the 
statistics on our Facebook page 
very closely lately and some of 
the posts that prove the most 
popular are the ones detailing 
the content of programmes 
airing that day. If you want us 
to help you to promote your 
programme online then let us 
know what you have coming up 
on your show this week feel 
free to drop an email to 
Amanda at publicity@near.ie 
 
 
 
We're always happy to 
promote peoples programmes 
on Twitter as well. One of the 
best ways for us to do this is to 
retweet your own tweets 
promoting your show, so be 
sure that you put @nearfm in 
your tweets so that we can see 
them easily in our timeline and 
retweet you to all our 
followers. 
 
 
 
We’re now sending out the 
Newsletter, and other 
communications, via    
mailchimp.com This is an 
easier way for us to send out 
bulk emails and an easier way 
for you to manage whether or 
not you want to receive them. 
If the amount of mail from us is 
proving too much for your 
inbox then you can 
unsubscribe by following the 
link at the bottom of the email. 
If you want to re-subscribe, 
add a different email address 
or know anyone who would like 
to subscribe, then you can do 
so by following the subscribe 
link at: nearfm.ie/newsletters/  
 

 

Dave’s Moving! 
Dave Daly’s 'The Story behind the 
Song' has come to an end on 
Tuesday nights; however Dave is 
moving to the weekends and you 
can hear him every Saturday at 
4pm with 'In the Spotlight'.  
 
You can also check out Declan O’ 
Doherty just before at 3pm on 
Saturday.  

 

The Brief is Back 

The legal current affairs 

programme 'The Brief' has returned 

to Thursday nights at 7pm for a 

nine week run.  

'The Jukebox' will be moving from 

Thursday’s at 4.30pm to Tuesdays 

at 4.30pm from the start of March 

'Soulerette' presenter Martin 
Lennon is taking a break. A big 
thank you to Martin! We hope to 
hear him back on the airwaves 
soon.  

 

Social Media 

“Currently 2,622 people 

LIKE us on Facebook” 

We have 1,341  

followers on Twitter 

https://www.facebook.com/nearfm 

 

@nearfm     
@nearchoice  

mailto:publicity@near.ie
http://nearfm.ie/newsletters/
https://www.facebook.com/nearfm
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The Arts Show 

Tuesdays 7-8pm 

The Arts Show is a weekly magazine style programme, 

hosted on alternate weeks by Robbie Kane and Rebecca 

Blomfield, and Susan Collins and Amanda Ní Ghabhann. 

The show features live music in studio with bands and 

artists, and interviews with various people including poets, 

drama groups, festival organisers, local events and much 

more. If you would like to be featured on The Arts Show or 

have something you think would be interesting to cover 

drop us an email at publicity@near.ie 
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Valentines Day  February 14 

Butterfly Effect broadcasts February 21 

Seachtain na Gaeilge March 1-17 

Headline Workshop March 5 

Media Co-op Meeting March 5 

Europe on Air first broadcast March 6 

International Women's Day March 8 

World Water Day March 22 

 

Upcoming Events + 
dates to note:  

The next Near TV volunteer training will be taking place at the 
end of this month. Unfortunately, there are no places available. 
However if you are interested in volunteering 
with Near TV please contact us at tv@near.ie  
and we will keep you informed about upcoming  
courses.  

                               We would 
like to wish  

Zandra Ball all the best and 
say a huge thank you for 
everything you have done 
with Near FM . We hope to 
see you soon  

“Wifi now available in  

Studio 1, see the notice in 

studio for details” 

The Inquiry is a docu-drama that brings to life the 
dramatic events of that encounter, when the two 
most notorious figures in Irish public life hurled 
accusations at one another in front of the 
international press. Turlough Kellys script draws on 
British Parliamentary reports and contemporary 
newspapers to provide a gripping account of events, 
going behind the scenes at the meeting to explore 
the tensions within both camps." 

Near Media Co-Op will be running a half-
day seminar on best practice archiving for 
community media practitioners in the EU, 
in late April 2014. 

DCTV film appearing in  Jameson Dublin 
International Film Festival 

 
Venue: Light House Cinema: 

Saturday 22nd February 2014:  12:30PM 

mailto:tv@near.ie

